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HORIZONS CLOSING SESSION

HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL SURVEYING
AND

CITY OF HOUSTON RESILIENCY 

Mark Sherley, P.E. and R.P.L.S., 
Survey Section Leader, Harris County Flood Control District

and

Stephen Costello, Chief Resilience Officer
City of Houston, Office of the Mayor
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PSEFI 2016 SESSION 5.0
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HCFC
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OLD REFERENCE MARK WEBSITE
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HARRIS COUNTY FLOODPLAIN REFERENCE MARKS
INITIAL WEB SITE

Reconnaissance Surveys Determine the 
Condition of the Reference Mark Network
Reconnaissance Surveys Determine the 

Condition of the Reference Mark Network
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DATA SHEET FOR REFERENCE MARK

Data Sheet  Page 2 for Reference Mark
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SUBSIDENCE ESTIMATE  
FROM HGCSD/USGS STUDY

 Instead of tying to a single monument in 
Harris County at the NE WWTP, tie to 
several, adjacent monuments.

 This will keep the Floodplain Reference 
Mark System on the same surface (NAVD 
1988, 2001 Adjustment).

 Flood Insurance Study is tied to the same 
datum
 BFE, Contours, LiDAR, Survey, Profiles, 

Reservoir Elevations …

DEALING WITH SUBSIDENCE
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 WE ARE NOT RE-LEVELING

 USE EMAIL LINK ON RM WEBSITE TO 
REPORT ANY PROBLEMS WITH WEBSITE

 USE MULTIPLE MONUMENTSMONUMENTS

 ANY QUESTIONS?

HCFCD TAKE AWAY POINTS

CITY OF HOUSTON RESILIENCY 

Stephen Costello, Chief Resilience Officer

City of Houston, Office of the Mayor
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PSEFI 2016 SESSION 5.0
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City Prepares for Possibility of Flooding
Names Flood Czar…

13

May 4, 2016 ‐‐ In a major move designed to produce tangible 
results and instill confidence among residents, the mayor 
announced the selection of Stephen Costello to fill the new 
position of Chief Resilience Officer, or Flood Czar. 

Costello, who is a civil engineer who has worked on numerous 
drainage projects, will report directly to the mayor and will have 
the sole responsibility of developing and implementing strategies 
that will improve drainage and reduce the risk of flooding. “The 
April 18 floods had a dramatic impact on our entire region,” said 
Mayor Turner… We are going to do exponentially more than what 
they currently see.”
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Today’s Closing Discussion: 
Learning  more about  
Flooding and Drainage
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CoH TAKE AWAY POINTS

• Flooding versus Drainage  

• Task Force

• 311 to register City Drainage issues

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS

18
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This concludes our 
PSEFI October 6, 2016

Professional Surveyors Educational Foundation, Inc.

PLATTING WORKSHOP


