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Change of Classification 

Application Date:  March 16, 2022   

Applicant: Deana Edwards, owner; Denise Martin, agent 

Property: Track 5A, Block 160, Houston Heights.  5, 804 SF Lot with 2,143 SF Structure (per HCAD) 

Significance: The structure at this site was labeled potentially contributing, as a 2-story colonial revival building, 
when the district was created in 2008.  Today with the ordinance change the structure is a 
contributing structure. 

 

 

Consideration:  
Request to amend classification, per Sec. 33-227 (c), to non-contributing status.  
 

 

Please see enclosed detailed information. 

 

Information subject to change before final report 

 

Public Comment: No public comment received.  

Civic Association: No comment received.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommendation: - 

HAHC Action: - 
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APPROVAL CRITERIA 

Change of Designation 

(c) 

Note: Section 33-227 (c):  

Amendment of any classification of a building, structure, object, or site within a historic district may be 
initiated by the director only upon finding that a building, structure, object, or site is incorrectly classified 
as contributing or non-contributing or that the existence of unusual or compelling circumstances, such as 
the presence of significant and irreversible changes not caused by the owner of the building, structure, or 
object, justifies the changing of the classification of the building, structure, object, or site. The director 
shall not recommend the change in classification of a building, structure, object, or site that has 
deteriorated due to any action or negligence of the owner. The director shall present the findings at a 
regularly scheduled meeting of the HAHC after giving notice to the property owner of the proposed 
change not later than 15 days before the meeting, The HAHC shall either disapprove the director's 
recommended change, or approve the change and refer the change to city council for approval. 

 

Key Excerpts from the Heights Design Guidelines, pages 2-5 thru 2-6: 

“The period of significance usually begins with the construction date of a building or the start of an event. 
For example, the city of Houston Heights was founded in 1891, so its period of significance begins that 
year. A period of significance usually ends when construction or the association with a person or event 
ends… For the three Houston Heights Historic Districts, the 1940s are generally considered the end of the 
period of significance. 

A building that was constructed during the period of significance could be considered contributing even if 
its architectural style differs from the rest of the district. On the other hand, any building that was 
constructed outside of the period of significance is considered noncontributing, even if it looks like a 
historic building. That is because contributing status is based on the property’s ability to convey the 
significance of the district, not its appearance or compatibility with historic properties. 
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PROPERTY LOCATION  

Heights East HD 

  

N 

1429 Columbia St. 
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INVENTORY PHOTO  
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Images supplied by applicants: 
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Current Photos 
 

 

Figure 1 - Supplied by Applicant 

 

 



CITY OF HOUSTON 
Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission Planning & Development Dept. 

HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGNATION REPORT 

HISTORIC DISTRICT: Houston Heights Historic District East 
(Phase I - North of E. 11th Street) 
LOCATION: See Site Location Map (attached) 
APPLICANT: Janice Evans and Jonathan Smulian, 
individual property owners and co-chairs of Historic District 
East Committee (Phase 1 -North of E. 11th Street) 
30-DAY HEARING NOTICE: Nov-12-2007

AGENDA ITEM: N 

HPO FILE NO: 07HDI 1 
DATE ACCEPTED: Oct-26-2007 
HAHC HEARING DATE: Dec-12-2007 
PC HEARING DATE: Jan-3-2008 

SITE INFORMATION: Houston Heights Subdivision, all of Blocks 105, 106, 107, 108, 113, 114, 115, 
116, 11� 13� 13� 138,139, 14� 15� 15t 159,160,161, 16t 169, 17� 18� 18� 188,189, 19� 
191, 196, 197, 198, 199, 200; Block 103 Lots 1-7; Block 104 Lots 1-21; Block 118 Lots 1-7; Block 
133 Lots 4-6, 14, N 19' Lot 13, & Tract 3A; Block 141 Lots 1-12; Block 156 Lots 1-12; Block 171 Lots 
1-12; Block 201 Lots 1-9, 24, & Tract lOA; and all of the following replats: 17th Street Condo, Alamo
Row East, Arlington Court Townhomes, Columbia Heights Garden Homes, Harvard Garden Condo,
Harvard House Condo, Heights Blvd Condo, Heights Court, Karina Heights, Oxford Street, The
Boulevard Subdivision; and the 1100-1900 blocks of the Heights Boulevard Esplanade; City of
Houston, Harris County, Texas.

TYPE OF APPROVAL REQUESTED: Historic District Designation 

HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY OF HOUSTON HEIGHTS: 

Houston Heights was developed originally by the Omaha and South Texas Land Company in 1891, and 
at that time, they established the largest, earliest planned community in Texas. They purchased 1,756 
acres of land just northwest of Houston. In 1891 they purchased, merged and electrified both streetcar 
systems in Houston as well as extended the lines to their new community, named Houston Heights, due 
to its elevation 23 feet above that of downtown Houston. Directors of the Omaha and South Texas 
Land Company in 1892 developed public utility systems, sidewalks, and streets, including Heights 
Boulevard with its grand, 60-foot wide esplanade and street car service; built and marketed 17 homes 
for sale as well as lots for home building by others; allocated sites for parks and schools; built the 
Houston Heights Hotel on West 19th Avenue to encourage the establishment of the business center 
there served by streetcar; encouraged the establishment of churches; and facilitated the development of 
a major industrial, manufacturing district in the northwest section of Houston Heights, also served by 
railroads. The Omaha and South Texas Land Company also deed restricted lots on Heights Boulevard 
in 1892, which controlled setback, use, quality and size of the new construction. These deed 
restrictions were also used on other lots throughout Houston Heights. This effort to enact deed 
restrictions was the first known instance of such in Houston, a practice that had been used successfully 
in other cities from which the investors of Houston Heights hailed, and the deed restrictions set the 
desired standard for their new suburb. 

Since Houston Heights was so well planned from its inception, and as the result, very attractive to 
investors, Houston Heights grew rapidly and eventually was incorporated as a city in 1896. It 
flourished as a distinct municipality until 1918 when the residents, by vote, agreed to be annexed to the 
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Attachment - Heights East 

Designation Report
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