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Applicant:  Judith Arroyo Arrazola, agent, Dan Meyer, owner 

Property:  300 Main Street, Lot 5 & Track 4A, Block 33, Main Street Market Square, commercial building. 

Significance:  Contributing (includes potentially contributing), commercial building, Main Street Market Sq., 
circa 1914–1916. 

Proposal:  Alteration:  
This project proposes exterior alterations to the ground-floor commercial space occupied by La 
Diabla Retro Bar within the historic Sterne Building (1914–1916), a contributing structure 
located in the Main Street/Market Square Historic District. 
 
The scope of work includes the introduction of a corner patio wrapping the Main Street and 
Congress Street frontages,  

• Moving location of doors – see plans. 
• Enclosing current entry landing at corner of building. 
• Swing out windows – see plans. 
• Architectural railings 
• Integrated lighting 
• A fully ADA-compliant ramp 
• Plus related site elements designed to enhance pedestrian engagement while 

preserving the historic character of the building.  
• Water/ Fire Feature on pedestal 
• Signage – with appropriate lighting 

 
All proposed interventions are designed to be visually compatible with the historic context, 
subordinate to the primary structure, and reversible in nature. Materials such as painted iron 
railings, tempered glass panels, and discreet lighting fixtures are selected to complement the 
existing architecture without obscuring or permanently altering historic fabric. 
The project improves accessibility, safety, and street-level activation along Main Street and 
Congress Street while respecting the scale, rhythm, and architectural integrity of the Sterne 
Building and the surrounding historic district. 

 

       

  

Public Comments 

-    - No Comments 
 

  

       

  

Civic Association 

-   - No Comments 
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Note: All materials in exterior walls, including windows, siding, framing lumber, and interior shiplap must be retained 
except where removal or replacement has been explicitly approved by HAHC. Shiplap is an integral structural component 
of the exterior wall assembly in balloon framed structures and its removal can cause torquing, twisting and collapse of 
exterior walls. Shiplap may be carefully shored and removed in small portions to insulate, run wire or plumbing, and 
should be replaced when the work is complete. Maintenance and minor in-kind repairs of exterior materials may be 
undertaken without HAHC approval, but if extensive damage of any exterior wall element is encountered during 
construction, contact staff before removing or replacing the materials. A revised COA may be required. 
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PROPOSED WALL SIGN – MAIN STREET FAÇADE

SIGN TYPE
Wall-mounted decorative aluminum panel with applied Reverse Channel (Halo) illuminated letters and exposed gas neon
graphic.
MATERIALS
Panel: Brushed black aluminum (opaque, non-illuminated)
Letters: Fabricated aluminum, reverse channel construction
Letter Face Finish: Satin metallic gold
Graphic: Traditional exposed gas neon tubing
Returns: Aluminum
Mounting: Concealed mechanical fasteners (approx. 6 total)

ILLUMINATION
Reverse Channel (Halo) Illumination
 Concealed low-voltage LED modules installed within letter returns.
 Light directed toward panel surface to create indirect halo effect.
 Letter faces remain non-illuminated.
Devil graphic illuminated with traditional exposed gas neon tubing.
No internally illuminated cabinet sign proposed.

MOUNTING
Panel mechanically fastened into non-character-defining substrate within storefront zone.
Installation fully reversible.
No attachment to ornamental trim or character-defining features.

DIMENSIONS
Overall Panel: 10'-8" W x 2'-6" H
Letter Depth: approx. 3"
Letter Standoff: approx. 1"

The “La Diabla” graphic element will be fabricated using traditional exposed gas neon tubing mounted to the panel surface
in a historic commercial style. Neon tubing will be externally visible. No internally illuminated cabinet sign is proposed.
Sign placement remains confined to the existing commercial sign band and does not obscure, damage, or alter character-
defining architectural elements.

NIGHT VIEW

FLUSH STUD MOUNTED

HOUSTON ARCHAELOGICAL & HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
February 24, 2026
HPO File No. HP2026_0001

300 MAIN ST
MAIN STREET/MARKET SQUARE HISTORIC DISTRICT

REVERSE LIT  CHANNEL LETTERS
(EXAMPLE) 



SIGN TYPE
Double-sided Reverse Channel (Halo) illuminated circular blade sign.
MATERIALS
Panel: Brushed black aluminum
 Letters: Reverse channel aluminum letters
 Face Finish: Satin metallic gold
 Graphic: Traditional exposed gas neon tubing
 Bracket: Concealed steel support arm

ILLUMINATION
Reverse Channel (Halo) LED illumination (indirect only)
 No internally illuminated faces
 Exposed traditional gas neon for graphic element

DIMENSIONS
42" Diameter
4" Overall Thickness
15'-0" Minimum Vertical Clearance
 Projection per code limits
MOUNTING
Concealed steel bracket anchored into structural framing using through-bolts and interior backing plates.
 Fully reversible installation.

HOUSTON ARCHAELOGICAL & HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
February 24, 2026
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NIGHT VIEW

REVERSE LIT  CHANNEL LETTERS
(EXAMPLE) 

BLADE SIGN

Sign placement remains confined to the
traditional commercial signage band and
does not obscure character-defining
architectural elements.
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DOOR DETAIL (TYP) 

New storefront door to match existing in material, profile, and detailing



Continuous
geared hinge

INSULATED FOAM 
CORE

INTERIOREXTERIOR

IGU Spacer

Tempered insulated
glazing

JAMB WIDTH 
4.250

SECTION VIEW

 DUAL WEATHER STRIPPING SEALS TO
VINDOW SILL . 

Daylight height 
60" - 7485

W3
OPERABLE GLAZING INSERT WITHIN EXISTING WOOD STOREFRONT FRAME.
Material: Existing wood storefront frame with aluminum/wood operable insert
Lite Pattern: Single lite (to match existing)
Style: Top-hinged hydraulic awning
Dimensions: 5'-0" x 5'-0"
FRAME TYPE: Block (NO FLANGE) FRAME
Recessed/Inset: Existing
Brand/Vendor: Optvue Infinity Gas Strut Window – Aluminum/Wood, Minimal Sill

Existing wood storefront frame to remain. Operable unit recessed within existing opening. No change to exterior
opening size, lite configuration, or visible frame dimensions when closed.

Modification occurs within existing non-original storefront glazing system.
No alteration to exterior wall cladding, opening dimensions, or character-defining architectural elements as viewed
from the public right-of-way.
Structural reinforcement, if required, to be concealed within interior framing cavity. No change to exterior visible
frame dimensions.

EXISTING WOOD STOREFRONT
FRAME TO REMAIN.
NEW OPERABLE UNIT RECESSED
WITHIN EXISTING OPENING.
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Historic Window Standard: 
New Construction & Replacement

City of Houston  I  Planning and Development  I  Houston Office of Preservation  

Exterior 
Casing 

Face of 
Lower Sash

Face of 
Window Unit 
(Upper Sash)

Depth of
1¾ inches

FRONT OF WINDOWWINDOW CROSS SECTION

historicpreservation@houstontx.gov

832-393-6556

For more information contact: Houston Office of Preservation

Minimum 1¾ inch Inset 
 • Depth from Exterior Casing to the Face of the Window Unit (Upper Sash)
 • Windows must be 1-over-1 (equally horizontally divided)
 • 1¾ inch minimum inset for Fixed Window

INSIDE

OUTSIDE

Face of
Building

Trim

Screen

Upper
Sash

Lower
Sash

Sill

Face of
Building




