
Houston Archaeological & Historical Commission ITEM C01 
July 18, 2024 
HPO File No. 2024_0105 

14 Shadow Lawn Street 
Shadow Lawn 

 

 

7/12/2024 CITY OF HOUSTON   |   PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT   |   HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 1 OF 50 

 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
                    Application Date:   April 15, 2024 

Applicant:    Stephanie Lawrence, agent for Ruth A. Moorman, owner 

                   Property:  14 Shadow Lawn Street, Lots 14 & 15, Shadowlawn Neighborhood Subdivision. The 
property includes a historic 2,650 square foot, three-story masonry single-family residence 
and detached garage situated on a 27,419 square foot semi-circular lot with three-view 
points on all sides of the property. 

            Significance:   Contributing French Manorial style residence, constructed circa 1923 by architect J. W. 
Northrop, Jr., and non-contributing detached garage structure located in the Shadow Lawn 
Historic District.  

  Construction and Alteration History: 14 Shadow Lawn was constructed in 1923 by architect 
J.W. Northrop, Jr. (see architectural drawings on pg. 13-15). It was the first residence to be 
built in the Shadow Lawn neighborhood and was the focal point of the subdivision. In 1931, 
Northrop made an addition to the property for J.H. Crooker and his wife, residents of the 
property until 1937 (see pg. 16-18). By 1944, the building included a two-story side wing, 
rear addition, and detached garage. In 1989, the home was remodeled to its existing 
condition. 

                 Proposal:  Alteration – Addition 

 The applicant proposes to incorporate the original 1923 building footprint per the original 
construction documents (see pg. 12-20) with the two-story side wing 1931 addition to 
remain. The existing two-story rear addition (c.1931 – correction from previous HAHC) is to 
be removed and a 345 sqft new rear addition will be added to the southeast (rear right) 
corner; new addition is to be connected to the main house by an inset hyphen. The removal 
of the non-contributing detached garage will be replaced with a new attached two-story 
garage structure (732 total sqft). The proposed scope of work is to include the following: 

• Rear addition  
o New two-story addition of a primary suite, family room, porch, and 

attached garage with a conditioned hyphen. 
o An inset hyphen is to differentiate the original house from the addition. 

The first-floor portion is part of the original house. 
o The roofline and roof details, including the cornice, will be maintained 

and match the existing copper hipped roof. 
o All windows to be inset and recessed to match the existing (pg. 39-47). 
o A rear-conditioned portion is to connect the main house to the rear two-

story garage structure with a covered porch to the side (pg. 24, 36-38). 
• Attached rear two-story masonry garage structure to match the existing house.  

o The garage will include a two-car garage space, a mud room, and guest 
quarters/office above.  

o The structure will be subordinate to and not exceed the ridge height of 
the primary structure to reduce the visual impact of neighboring 
structures. 

       Public Comment:   See Attachment A (pg. 48-50) 
**PLANS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE** 

Recommendation: - 

HAHC Action: - 
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APPROVAL CRITERIA 

ALTERATIONS, REHABILITATIONS, RESTORATIONS AND ADDITIONS 
Sec. 33-241: HAHC shall issue a certificate of appropriateness for the alteration, rehabilitation, restoration or addition of 
an exterior feature of (i) any landmark, (ii) protected landmark, (iii) any building, structure or object that is part of an 
archaeological site, or (iv) contributing building in a historic district upon finding that the application satisfies the following 
criteria, as applicable: 

 S    D   NA  S - satisfies     D - does not satisfy     NA - not applicable 

       (1) The proposed activity must retain and preserve the historical character of the property; 
 

       (2) The proposed activity must contribute to the continued availability of the property for a contemporary 
use; 

       (3) The proposed activity must recognize the building, structure, object or site as a product of its own 
time and avoid alterations that seek to create an earlier or later appearance; 

       (4) The proposed activity must preserve the distinguishing qualities or character of the building, 
structure, object or site and its environment; 

       (5) The proposed activity must maintain or replicate distinctive stylistic exterior features or examples of 
skilled craftsmanship that characterize the building, structure, object or site; 

       (6) New materials to be used for any exterior feature excluding what is visible from public alleys must 
be visually compatible with, but not necessarily the same as, the materials being replaced in form, 
design, texture, dimension and scale; 

       (7) The proposed replacement of exterior features, if any, should be based on an accurate duplication 
of features, substantiated by available historical, physical or pictorial evidence, where that evidence 
is available, rather than on conjectural designs or the availability of different architectural elements 
from other structures; 

       (8) Proposed additions or alterations must be done in a manner that, if removed in the future, would 
leave unimpaired the essential form and integrity of the building, structure, object or site; 

       (9) The proposed design for any exterior alterations or addition must not destroy significant historical, 
architectural, archaeological or cultural material, including but not limited to siding, windows, doors 
and porch elements; 

       (10) The proposed alteration or addition must be compatible with the massing, size, scale material and 
character of the property and the context area; and 

       (11) The distance from the property line to the front and side walls, porches, and exterior features of any 
proposed addition or alteration must be compatible with the distance to the property line of similar 
elements of existing contributing structures in the context area.  
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PROPERTY LOCATION ON DISTRICT MAP 

 
 

INVENTORY PHOTO 

 

14 SHADOW LAWN 
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CURRENT PHOTOS 

EAST (FRONT) ELEVATION 

 
 

AERIAL VIEW OF SITE 
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AERIAL VIEW OF REAR OF SITE 

 
 

EAST ELEVATION (FRONT) PRIMARY ENTRANCE 
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EAST (FRONT) ELEVATION – OBLIQUE FRONT PATIO – LOOKING SOUTH 

 
 

 EAST (FRONT) ELEVATION – OBLIQUE FRONT PATIO – LOOKING NORTH 
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SOUTH (LEFT) ELEVATION 

 
 

SOUTHWEST (LEFT/REAR) ELEVATION AND SIDE LAWN 

 

Rear addition 
to be removed. 

Rear addition 
to be removed. 
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STAFF SITE VISIT 6/13/2024 

GARAGE - NORTH (FRONT) ELEVATION  

  
 

NORTHEAST (RIGHT CORNER) 

 

Rear addition 
to be removed. 

Side two-story 
wing to remain. 
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WEST (REAR) ELEVATION 

 
 

WEST (REAR) ELEVATION 

 

Rear addition 
to be removed. 
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WEST (REAR) ELEVATION 

 
 

WEST (REAR) ELEVATION 

 

Rear addition 
to be removed. 



Houston Archaeological & Historical Commission ITEM C01 
July 18, 2024 
HPO File No. 2024_0105 

14 Shadow Lawn Street 
Shadow Lawn 

 

 

7/12/2024 CITY OF HOUSTON   |   PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT   |   HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 11 OF 50 

 

CONTEXT AREA 

 
 

        
 

            

7 SHADOW LAWN 

5 SHADOW LAWN 6 SHADOW LAWN 

17 SHADOW LAWN 
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HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 

1924 SANBORN, VOL 5, SHEET 584 

 

 
 

1945 SANBORN, VOL 5, SHEET 584 

  

The property 
information 
recorded does 
not show the 
two-story side 
wing or rear 
addition 
completed. This 
is incorrect, per 
documents from 
1931-1944. 
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ORIGINAL BLUEPRINT – SHEET 1: 06/8/1923  
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ORIGINAL BLUEPRINT – SHEET 2: 06/8/1923 
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ORIGINAL BLUEPRINT – SHEET 3: 06/8/1923 
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“DAILY COURT REVIEW” – 02/20/1931  

 
 

“THE HOUSTON POST” – 01/02/1944 
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“THE RICE ALLIANCE HOMES TOUR” – 10/21-23/1983   
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“THE RICE ALLIANCE HOMES TOUR” – 10/1983   
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SHADOW LAWN HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGNATION REPORT - 2008 

 
 

 

INVENTORY OF SHADOW LAWN PROPERTIES - 2008 
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1963 BLA 
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3D PERSPECTIVE MODELS 

ORIGINAL HISTORIC FOOTPRINT – NORTH VIEW 

 
 

EXISTING – NORTH VIEW 
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3D PERSPECTIVE MODELS 

6/20/2024 HAHC DEFERRED – NORTH VIEW 

 
 

 

7/18/2024 HAHC - REVISED PROPOSED 
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3D PERSPECTIVE MODELS 

ORIGINAL HISTORIC FOOTPRINT – SOUTH VIEW 

 
 

EXISTING – SOUTH VIEW 
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3D PERSPECTIVE MODELS 

6/20/2024 HAHC DEFERRED – SOUTH VIEW 

 
 

 

7/18/2024 HAHC - REVISED PROPOSED 
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SITE PLAN 

EXISTING 

 
 

ROOFPLAN 

EXISTING 
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SITE PLAN  

6/20/2024 HAHC DEFERRED 

 
 

7/18/2024 HAHC - REVISED PROPOSED 
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ROOFPLAN 

6/20/2024 HAHC DEFERRED 

 
 

7/18/2024 HAHC - REVISED PROPOSED 
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FIRST FLOORPLAN 

EXISTING 

 
 

SECOND FLOORPLAN 

EXISITNG 
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FIRST FLOORPLAN 

6/20/2024 HAHC DEFERRED 

 
 

7/18/2024 HAHC - REVISED PROPOSED 
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SECOND FLOORPLAN 

6/20/2024 HAHC DEFERRED 

 
 

7/18/2024 HAHC - REVISED PROPOSED 
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THIRD FLOORPLAN (ATTIC) 

EXISTING 

         
 

PROPOSED (UNCHANGED) 
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EAST (FRONT) ELEVATION 

EXISTING 

 
 

 

NORTH (RIGHT SIDE) ELEVATION 

EXISTING 
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WEST (REAR) ELEVATION 

EXISTING 

 
 

 

SOUTH (LEFT SIDE) ELEVATION 

EXISTING 
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EAST (FRONT) ELEVATION 

6/20/2024 HAHC DEFERRED 

 
 

 

7/18/2024 HAHC - REVISED PROPOSED 
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NORTH (RIGHT SIDE) ELEVATION 

6/20/2024 HAHC DEFERRED 

 
 

 

7/18/2024 HAHC - REVISED PROPOSED 
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WEST (REAR) ELEVATION 

6/20/2024 HAHC DEFERRED 

 
 

 

7/18/2024 HAHC - REVISED PROPOSED 
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SOUTH (LEFT SIDE) ELEVATION 

6/20/2024 HAHC DEFERRED 

 
 

 

7/18/2024 HAHC - REVISED PROPOSED 
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REAR PATIO – PERSPECTIVE DRAWING 

6/20/2024 HAHC DEFERRED 

 
 

 

7/18/2024 HAHC - REVISED PROPOSED 

 
  



Houston Archaeological & Historical Commission ITEM C01 
July 18, 2024 
HPO File No. 2024_0105 

14 Shadow Lawn Street 
Shadow Lawn 

 

 

7/12/2024 CITY OF HOUSTON   |   PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT   |   HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 39 OF 50 

 

WINDOW AND DOOR SCHEDULE – EXISTING 
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WINDOW AND DOOR SCHEDULE – 6/20/2024 HAHC DEFERRED 

 



Houston Archaeological & Historical Commission ITEM C01 
July 18, 2024 
HPO File No. 2024_0105 

14 Shadow Lawn Street 
Shadow Lawn 

 

 

7/12/2024 CITY OF HOUSTON   |   PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT   |   HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 41 OF 50 

 

WINDOW AND DOOR SCHEDULE - 7/18/2024 HAHC - REVISED PROPOSED 
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WINDOW SCHEDULE - EAST (FRONT) ELEVATION 

EXISTING 

 
 

WINDOW SCHEDULE - NORTH (RIGHT SIDE) ELEVATION 

EXISTING 
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WINDOW SCHEDULE - WEST (REAR) ELEVATION 

EXISTING 

 
 

WINDOW SCHEDULE - SOUTH (LEFT SIDE) ELEVATION 

EXISTING 
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WINDOW SCHEDULE - EAST (FRONT) ELEVATION 

6/20/2024 HAHC DEFERRED 

 
 

7/18/2024 HAHC - REVISED PROPOSED 
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WINDOW SCHEDULE - NORTH (RIGHT SIDE) ELEVATION 

6/20/2024 HAHC DEFERRED 

 
 

7/18/2024 HAHC - REVISED PROPOSED 
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WINDOW SCHEDULE - WEST (REAR) ELEVATION 

6/20/2024 HAHC DEFERRED 

 
 

7/18/2024 HAHC - REVISED PROPOSED 
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WINDOW SCHEDULE - SOUTH (LEFT SIDE) ELEVATION 

6/20/2024 HAHC DEFERRED 

 
 

7/18/2024 HAHC - REVISED PROPOSED 
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ATTACHMENT A – PUBLIC COMMENTS 
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RECEIVED 6/26/2024 FOLLOWING 6/20 HAHC MEETING –  

PRIOR TO CURRENT NEW PROPOSED DESIGNS 
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