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Garden Line - December, Season’s End?
by Brent Moon - HPARD Urban Garden Manager

Season’s Ends? 
Well, here we are at season’s end…or are 
we? Luckily, our plants don’t know anything 
about the calendar. December is a great 
time for gardening in the Houston area. 
Really, you don’t get a month off from 
gardening here; you just slow down a bit, 
which is good, and take time to actually 
enjoy your garden. 

By now you should be getting regular 
harvests from your veggie garden. How’s 
that Swiss chard coming along? I hope you’ve 
had the chance to have some steamed or 
cooked in the style of your choice. I love 
Swiss chard and all the other veggies that 
do well this time of year. I’m looking 
forward to harvesting some carrots very 
soon, as well. 

Vegetable gardening isn’t the only type of 
gardening that can be done this time of year. 
Take some time to look around your 
landscape. Were there any plants that didn’t 
perform well this year, or maybe some that 
died during the long, hot, dry summer? This is 
the best time of year to plant new shrubs and 
trees. Planting during the fall and winter gives 
them time to establish their roots before the 
heat of summer. When hot temperatures 
arrive, they will be better able to handle the 
stress than a plant just planted in the spring. 
If you plant now, you’ll be doing them and 
yourself a favor.
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After the leaves fall off of your deciduous 
trees and shrubs is an ideal time to prune. 
This time of year, you can see the framework 
of your plants much better. Look for any 
weak, dead, diseased, or crossing branches 
and remove them first. Most plants don’t 
need any type of pruning after those simple 
things are done. However, if you do find that 
your plant needs a bit more pruning, go 
ahead, but be sure not to remove more than 
1/3 of its growth at a time, as this can stress 
the plant and cause it to die.

December is a great time to add some color 
to your landscape and garden by tucking in 
a few flats of flowers. Cool season annuals 
that you may consider include pansies, 
violas, calendulas, nasturtiums, dianthus, 
Swiss chards, ornamental kale, ornamental 
cabbage, dusty miller, snapdragons, and 
stock. You can also sow seeds such as 
poppies, sweet peas, and larkspur.

I hope you had a very productive and, most 
importantly, fun gardening season. I want 
to wish everyone safe and Happy Holidays! 
See you next year!
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