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HOUSTON  
A Global City on the Rise 
 

When I was sworn in one year ago, I said that 
Houston does not need to be considered second to 
global cities like New York, Los Angeles or Atlanta. 
I said that by working together, Houstonians can 
show the world that we are a truly international 
city, one that embraces the diversity, culture and 
differences of its people as its strength and              
opportunity. Now that the year has concluded, I am 
proud to say that we have already taken great steps 
to bring our city into the international limelight.  

In 2016, my administration worked hard to make 
this vision a reality. We attracted and hosted high 
level VIPs to our city, such as President Peña 
Nieto of Mexico and Her Royal Highness Princess 

Astrid of Belgium. We promoted our city internationally on trade missions to Cuba, 
South Africa and Mexico, meeting with key leaders around the world, revitalizing our  
existing diplomatic and trade ties and exploring exciting new opportunities for collaboration 
in business, culture and sports. We took full advantage of the unprecedented attention 
Houston is receiving as host to Super Bowl LI to broadcast our city’s strengths to the 
world. And, I am proud to say, we helped secure Houston as the site for the 2020 World 
Petroleum Congress – the first WPC held in our city since 1987.  

These are just a few of the many successes you’ll be reading about in this newsletter. As you 
learn more about our achievements in 2016, keep in mind that we are just getting started. We 
have shown the world that Houston is an international hub, not only for oil and gas, but for 
medicine, space exploration, sports, cuisine and so much more. It’s time for the world to           
recognize that Houston is second to none. It’s time for our city to take center stage. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Sylvester Turner 
Mayor 
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 Winter 2016 Winter 2016 
Highlights:Highlights:  

  

  

Want to know more about Want to know more about 
Princess Astrid’s visit?Princess Astrid’s visit?  

Check out the article, “A Royal Check out the article, “A Royal 
Visit” on page 8 to learn about Visit” on page 8 to learn about 

Princess Astrid’s  recent            Princess Astrid’s  recent            
reception in Houston reception in Houston  

What does the Mayor What does the Mayor 
think about Cuba?think about Cuba?  

Take a look at  “Trade Missions Take a look at  “Trade Missions 
this Quarter” on page 11 and see a this Quarter” on page 11 and see a 

trade mission summary trade mission summary   

What does breakdancing What does breakdancing 
and Hamlet have to do and Hamlet have to do 

with Iraq?with Iraq?  

Find out in our International Find out in our International 
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INTERNATIONAL     INTERNATIONAL     
UPDATESUPDATES  

October 9 - October 12 
Rockets Play Pelicans in    
China 

The Houston Rockets play 
against the New Orleans      
Pelicans at the Mercedes-Benz 
Arena in Shanghai and the   
LeSports Center in Beijing 

October 28 - November 6 
Mayoral Trade Mission to 
South Africa 

Mayor Sylvester Turner leads 
Trade Mission to Johannesburg, 
Cape Town, and the Northwest 
Province to meet with government 
and business leaders and expand 
bilateral ties (more on pg. 11) 

November 21 
Houston Texans play in    
Mexico City 

The Houston Texans play 
against the Oakland Raiders in 
Mexico City in Estadio        
Azteca, serving to help drum 
up more international interest 
for Super Bowl LI 

October 15 
Mayor Hosts the 2016 Houston 
Consular Ball 

Mayor Sylvester Turner    
honors the Consular Corps of 
Houston by hosting the 2016 
Consular Ball, “Houston: 
Champions in the Global    
Arena” (more on pg. 6) 

November 2 
Mayor Delivers Keynote to 
WECP Annual Meeting 

Mayor Sylvester Turner gives 
the keynote speech at the World 
Energy Cities Partnership’s Annual 
General Meeting in Cape Town, 
South Africa  

December 7 
Princess Astrid of Belgium 
visits Houston 

Mayor Sylvester Turner    
welcomes Her Royal        
Highness, Princess Astrid of 
Belgium and hosts a dinner in 
her honor (more on pg. 8)  

October 28 
Anthony Bourdain features 
Houston on “Parts Unknown” 

World renowned TV personality 
and food aficionado Anthony 
Bourdain airs an episode of 
“Parts Unknown,” featuring 
Houston’s unique international 
restaurant scene 

November 15 - November 17 
SpaceCom 2016 takes Place in 
Houston 

The Space Commerce Conference 
takes place in Houston, drawing 
in attendees and participants 
from over 32 countries around 
the world (more on pg. 10) 

December 4 
Rørpost  Collaboration Project 
Comes to City Hall 

As part of ongoing culture   
exchange between Houston 
and fellow WECP Member 
City, Esbjerg, Denmark, a new 
art collaboration is now featured 
at City Hall (more on pg. 18) 

December 15 
Houston Wins the 2020 WPC 
Bid 

After much work and a        
successful trade mission to 
Bahrain, Houston wins the 
honor of hosting the World 
Petroleum Congress in 2020! 
(more on pg. 13) 

November 20 - November 22 
Mayoral Trade Mission to 
Mexico 

Mayor Sylvester Turner leads 
a Trade Mission to Mexico 
City to lobby for the World 
Petroleum Congress bid and 
promote Houston for Super 
Bowl LI (more on pg. 11) 

December 6 
United Launches Nonstop 
Houston-Havana Flight 

Houston becomes one of 
twelve US cities with direct 
flights to Cuba 
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20162016  CONSULAR BALLCONSULAR BALL  
HOUSTON: CHAMPIONS IN THE GLOBAL ARENAHOUSTON: CHAMPIONS IN THE GLOBAL ARENA  

2016 was great year for Houston’s 
international sports scene. The    
Astros stepped up to the plate in 
Mexico City for the first time,   
followed by the Texans playing the 
Raiders there some months later. 
Our native Houstonian star,    
Simone Biles, broke the record for 
most Olympic gold medals in 
women’s gymnastics while       
competing in Rio de Janerro.  Houston 
was selected as the site for two of 
the Copa America Centenario 
games, including one semi-final. 
And, as we prepare for Super Bowl 
LI in February, 2017, the eyes of the 
world have turned towards our 
city. In view of these and other  
major Houston sporting events, 
Mayor Turner thought it appropriate 
to make the theme of the 2016    
consular ball reflect the diplomatic 
power of sports, presenting our city 

and it’s residents as “Champion in 
the Global Arena.” 

 

“As Houstonians, we understand 
why sports are such a captivating 
medium,” said Mayor Turner in 
his speech. “We share those values 
of hard work and effort, and 

through them we have transformed 
our city from a town on the Bayou 
to a global capital of industry and 
culture- home to NASA, the Texas 
Medical Center, and over 1.5      
million foreign-born residents from 
all over the world. Together, we, 
the people of Houston, are a team - 
one that is made strong by the    
diversity and internationalism of 
its players.”   

 

For over sixty years, the consular 
ball has been the pinnacle of       
international events in Houston, 
honoring the 91 members of 
Houston’s Consular Corps, the 3rd 
largest consular corps in the nation, 
and serving as the city’s premier 
white tie gala. Amidst a room filled 
with Houston’s top business, political  
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and cultural leaders, consular 

heads of post in full diplomatic 

regalia marched down a red carpet 

through a saber arch, followed 

thereafter by a US color guard. 

The event is not  only a moment 

to recognize these important      

individuals who contribute so 

much to our internationally       

focused and diverse city, but also 

to provide an unparalleled         

networking opportunity, with the 

intention of further developing 

Houston’s international business, 

culture, and diplomatic exchanges.  

 

As an administration that       

celebrates and encourages diversity 

and inclusion, the Mayor’s Office 

looks forward to hosting the      

consular ball, as a means to further 

engage the international community, 

promote useful exchanges, and 

help Houston continue to develop 

as a global city. 

 

This year, attendees included    

representatives from over 30    

companies and organizations 

heavily invested in Houston’s   

international development, such as 

Visit Houston, Houston First, 

Chevron, the Texas Medical   

Center, Noble Energy, and all of 

Houston’s major sports teams. 

Given the ball’s theme, the Mayor 

recognized several prominent 

Houstonian athletes in attendance 

as the city’s “Sports Ambassadors,” 

including NBA All Star Tracy 

McGrady, Olympians Zina      

Garrison and Timothy Wang, and 

renowned tennis player, Lori 

McNeil.  

 

Though 2016 has been a great year 

for sports and a great year for    

international diplomacy, we      

expect greater things to come. We 

look forward to once again        

honoring our Consular Corps in 

2017, and will continue to work 

together to make our city an ever 

more global and welcoming place.   
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On December 7, 2016, Houston 
rolled out the red carpet for royalty 
in preparation of the visit of Her 
Royal Highness Princess Astrid of 
Belgium, Archduchess of Austria-
Este and sister to King Philippe. 
Princess Astrid led six high ranking 
government ministers, including 
Federal Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Didier 
Reynders, and over 240 delegates 
from 141 Belgian companies on a 
trade mission across Texas. Their 

focus was to explore business               
collaboration in a number of        
different sectors, from aerospace 
technology, to chemical engineering, 

to education. With the Houston-
Galveston Customs District     
serving as Belgium’s second busiest 
gateway for US-Belgian Trade, 
Houston and Belgium enjoy over 
US $4 billion of trade each year. 

The Princess and her delegation 
made time to attend a business   
conference and B2B meetings    
hosted by the Greater Houston 
Partnership, visit the Texas Medical 
Center’s technology center, tour 
NASA and participate in a signing 
ceremony with the Port of Houston 
before leaving Houston on December 
10.  

To commemorate the visit, Mayor   
Sylvester Turner hosted a dinner 
for Princess Astrid in the Julia 
Ideson Building. After a warm    
exchange of greetings among the 
Princess, city officials, and community 
leaders, Mayor Turner gave a    
welcome speech and a toast celebrating 
Houston’s ties with Belgium. At the 

conclusion of the dinner, the Mayor, 
along with Houston City Council 
Members, unveiled a proclamation in 
Princess Astrid’s honor.  

Before leaving, Princess Astrid   
expressed confidence that her trade 
mission to Texas would prove   
successful for our respective        
citizens and her gratitude for the 
warm reception she received.  

A ROYAL VISITA ROYAL VISIT  
HOUSTON HOSTS HER ROYAL HIGHNESS HOUSTON HOSTS HER ROYAL HIGHNESS   
PRINCESS ASTRID OF BELGIUMPRINCESS ASTRID OF BELGIUM  
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE INTERNATIONAL TRADE   
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From immersive VR spacewalk 
simulators, to gunmetal gray drones 
suspended by wires, to “space      
lettuce” incubators bathed in their 
purple UV lights, SpaceCom 2016’s 
exhibition hall boasted an impressive 
array of technology that would 
have been considered science fiction 
just a decade ago.   

 
The Space Commerce Conference 
and Exposition, held from Nov. 15 – 
Nov. 17 at the George R. Brown 
Convention Center, drew over 
2,000 attendees from 32 countries 
around the world this year, serving 
to not only showcase the latest    
developments in the field, but also 
reaffirm Houston’s status as the 
world’s “Space City” amidst a 
changing industry.   
 
“We’re in a transition for space,” 
said Steven Gonzalez, NASA’s   
Executive Liaison at the Greater 
Houston Partnership, “We’re going 
from a world where it was purely 
government-led, and now we’re   
getting to an environment where 

it’s commercially-led activities into 
space. And what is Houston’s role 
in that?”  
 
In many ways, Houston is ideally 
suited to take advantage of the   
commercialization of the space   
industry, which, with a “Space 
Economy” valued at $330 billion 
worldwide, is worth more than the 
GDP of most countries. In addition 
to NASA’s Johnson Space Center, 
Houston will soon be home to a 
spaceport at Ellington Field. On top 
of that, many of the leading private 
contractors used by NASA, such as 
the aeronautics and energy          
engineering company, Atec, are 
headquartered in Houston due to 
the city’s preeminence in the       
industry, favorable tax policies, and 
low-income office space.  
 

However, none can deny that the 
space is becoming increasingly    
accessible for all. With inventions 
such as the miniaturized “Dove” 
class CubeSats satellite, which—at 

9 lbs—weighs 1,000 times less than 
its predecessor, space exploration is 
now far more affordable than ever 
before. As such, the industry is seeing 
a globalizing trend, as companies 
around the world delve into the   
exciting and often lucrative markets 
of satellite data analytics and GPS 
mapping.   

 
Although the Space City may be 
facing more competition in the 
years to come, exciting opportunities 
for international collaboration, such 
as solving agriculture dilemmas 
through improved analytics, mining 
asteroids and eventually tackling 
interplanetary colonization, suggest 
a new dawn in the space industry - 
one in which Houston will have a 
pivotal role.  
 
“We want Houston to be epicenter 
of the Next Generation of space,” 
said Mayor Turner in his opening 
speech to the gathered assembly. 
“And with the help of the Johnson 
Space Center, I am sure we can get 
there.”   

  SPACESPACECOM  2016COM  2016  



 11 

 

TRADE MISSIONS THIS TRADE MISSIONS THIS 
QUARTER QUARTER   

Mayoral trade missions create a 
number of unique opportunities, 
from garnering media attention and 
publicity to promote Houston 
abroad, to securing diplomatic ties 
with global leaders, to helping start 
a dialogue between Houston     
businesses and those at the highest 
levels of international political and 
business communities. Below, we 
review some of the takeaways from 
Mayor Turner’s recent trade      
missions, and his efforts to make 
Houston an ever more global and 
welcoming city.  

Cuba: 

It was a time of many “firsts” when 
Mayor Turner led a 30-member   
delegation to Cuba last September. 
It was the first trade mission of the 
Turner administration, the first 
time any Houston mayor has     
traveled to Cuba while in office, 
and Houston’s first major diplomatic 

outreach effort in Cuba in over 50 
years.  

“We can’t say that Houston is a 
world-class city unless we are 
reaching out and establishing      
international relationships,” said 
Mayor Turner. “With the changes 
brought about by the Obama       
administration and the new direct 
flight between Houston and Cuba, 
there are opportunities to explore in 
the areas of healthcare, sports,     
energy, trade and the arts.” 

Attracted by the long-term value of 
these opportunities, other members 
of the Houston delegation included 
Greater Houston Partnership Board 
Chair Jamey Roots, representatives 
from the Texas Medical Center, 
Houston Port Authority, Houston 
Airport System, Houston Community 
College, Houston Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce, and United Airlines. 
Council Member Davis, Council 
Member Martin and Council  
Member Robinson also accompanied 
Mayor Turner, reflecting the    
interests of their respective     
constituencies. 

“We want Cuba to think of      
Houston as its preferred partner 
and gateway to America,” said 

Greater Houston Partnership    
President & CEO Bob Harvey.  

The potential for Houston’s trade 
relationship is certainly there, as 
exports from Texas to Cuba are  
expected to increase from $2 billion 
a year to over $18.8 billion, primarily 
in oil, machinery, agricultural   
products, iron and steel, which will 
serve to benefit Houston’s thriving 
international port.  

While business opportunities are 
promising as long-term opportunities, 
there are still many developments 
that need to take place at the federal 
level before they can be realized. As 
the Mayor said in a later interview, 
“This trip was all about beginning 
the dialogue that will lead to bigger 
things down the road.” 

Since the trip, Houston’s Bush    
Intercontinental opened its direct 
Houston to Havana flight, becoming 
one of 12 US cities with air traffic 
to Cuba. As a result of the trade 
mission, Cuban officials from the 
Ministry of Transport are set to 
engage in a reciprocal visit to    
Houston in late January to explore 
opportunities with the Port of   
Houston Authority.  
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South Africa: 

On October 28, Mayor Sylvester 
Turner and a 24-member delegation 
departed for South Africa to      
promote Houston as a business 
gateway and tourist destination, as 
well as attend the World Energy 
Cities Partnerships’ Annual     
General Meeting to deliver the   
organization’s keynote speech, where 
he lobbied for the upcoming World 
Petroleum Congress bid vote.  

The delegation included the     
Honorary Consul General to South   
Africa and Texas State Representative 
Helen Giddings, Texas State    
Representative Borris Miles, City 
Council Vice Mayor Pro-Tem   
Jerry Davis, City Council Member 
Amanda Edwards, and representatives 

from the Texas Medical Center, 
Greater Houston Partnership, Visit 
Houston, Houston Port Authority, 
Houston Airport System and sev-
eral members of Houston-based 
companies.  

Throughout his trip, Mayor Turner 
was greeted by top South African 
leaders and ministers of government, 
such as the First Lady of South  
Africa Gloria Bongi Ngema-Zuma, 
Executive Mayor of Cape Town 
Patricia de Lille, Mayor of          
Johannessburg Herman Mashaba, 
Mayor of Tshwane Solly Msimanga, 
Executive Mayor of Ekurhuleni, 
Mzwandile Masina, the Premier of 
the Northwest Province Supra  
Mahumapelo, US Ambassador to 
South Africa Patrick Gaspard, the 
ministers of International Affairs, 
Education, and Energy.  

“This trade mission is an opportunity 
to connect with South African 
companies and create sustainable 
relationships for business and  
tourism,” said Mayor Sylvester 
Turner. “Houston is positioned to 
be a long-term partner for energy, 
manufacturing and healthcare.”  

With an annual trade of over $1  
billion, Houston is South Africa’s 

third-largest US trading partner by 
value. In addition to these ties, last 
year Cape Town joined Houston as 
a fellow member of the World   
Energy Cities Partnership, an     
international organization dedicated 
to the exchange of city best practices, 
information, and collaborative   
efforts between 19 mayors world-
wide.  

As a country whose major cities are 
experiencing the biggest growth 
spurt in over 65 years, South Africa 
is set to become an even more    
essential trading partner in the 
years to come. And with our newly 
strengthened trade and diplomatic 
ties, Houston will be ready to work 
with our new partners in Cape 
Town, Johannesburg, Tshwane, 
Ekurhuleni and the Northwest 
Province.  
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Mexico 

As Houston’s second-largest      
trading partner, responsible for a 
total trade valued at just under $18 
billion annually, Mexico is an     
essential part of Houston’s        
economy. As such, and with an eye 
towards the upcoming Super Bowl 
LI, Mayor Mayor Sylvester Turner 
and the Greater Houston Partnership 
led a delegation to Mexico last   
November to help encourage the 
strengthening trade ties and drum 
up interest for Houston’s burgeoning 

tourism sector. 

“As we work to expand Houston’s 
economic reach around the world, 
we must not forget to continue to 
nurture ties with our neighbors to 
the south of the border,” said 
Mayor Turner. The Mayor took 
part in two high-level business   
forums related to energy and     
medical research in an effort to  
explore potential future collaborative 
opportunities. During his stay, the 
Mayor met with Mexican energy 
officials, and lobbied for a World 

Petroleum Congress bid, as well as 
visited the Mayor of Mexico City 
Migeul Ángel Mancera to discuss 
future relations between Mexico 
City and Houston. 

The visit was scheduled to coincide 
with the Houston Texans vs. the 
Oakland Raiders game, which 
played in Mexico City on November 
21. The Mayor made sure to make 
an appearance at the game,          
encouraging fans in Mexico to 
come to Houston this February.  



 14 

 

World Petroleum    

Congress 

WPCWPC  20202020  
HOUSTON WINS THE 23rd WORLD PETROLEUM CONGRESS HOUSTON WINS THE 23rd WORLD PETROLEUM CONGRESS 

December 15, 2016 - The third time 
was the charm for Houston in the 
competition for the triennial     
meeting of the World Petroleum 
Congress.  In voting held in Bahrain 
today, WPC delegates awarded the 
2020 WPC to Houston.  The Bayou 
City beat out Vancouver for the 
coveted event that has an estimated 
economic impact of $60-80 million 
and draws as many as 10,000 top-
level international oil executives 
together every three years.  It was 
Houston’s third try.  The 2014 and 
2017 events were lost to Moscow and 
Istanbul.  The last time Houston 
was selected as the host was 1987. 
 

“I want to thank the U.S. bid     
committee for their hard work,” said 
Mayor Turner.  “We spent six years 
building relationships with WPC 
delegates and it paid off.  Houston is 
the epicenter of energy on the global 
scale and this is where the new   
technologies are being developed.  The 
Houston event will feature strong 
speakers, strong technical tours, 
strong sponsorships and strong    
corporate and community support. 
This all combines with our diversity, 
welcoming attitude, entertainment 
and cultural offerings to create the 
best convention the WPC has ever 
seen.” 
 

A key factor in Houston’s win over 
Vancouver was a promise to dedicate 
100% of the net profit from the   
Houston event to establish a Global 
Legacy Program that will benefit the 
next generation of energy industry 
young professionals. The funds will 
be redistributed around the world by 
the WPC to select Legacy Projects 
that align with WPC Legacy    
Committee initiatives, including 
educating and developing the future 
of the energy industry. 
 
“The young people in school today 
will be the industry professionals and 
innovators of tomorrow,” said  
 



 15 

 

Turner. “They will develop the  
solutions needed to conquer our 
global energy challenges.  We have 
to invest in their futures.” 
 
“This decision was due to the hard 
work of a diverse team that covered 
all the bases,” said Galen Cobb, 
U.S. WPC Bid Committee Chair. 
“The federal government, City of 
Houston, Houston First, Consular 
Corps, industry trade associations, 
energy company operators and   
service companies joined together 
for the common purpose of         
promoting Houston as the world 
energy city leader it is. We have so 
much to be proud of and want to 
showcase it to the world in 2020.” 
 

“This is a major win for the city of 
Houston and for our energy       
sector,” says Mike Waterman,   
executive vice president of       
Houston First. “WPC will bring 
thousands of the top minds in this 
industry to Houston from across 
the globe.  
 
Not only will the event have a   
significant economic impact on our 
city -- filling our hotels and            
restaurants -- it will also help create 
new business opportunities for our 
energy companies. Capitalizing on 
the strength of Houston’s core       
industries when going after business 
is a growing focus for us at Visit 
Houston.” 
 

Mayor Turner and members of the 
U.S. WPC Bid Committee       
traveled to Bahrain to make the  
final pitch on Houston’s behalf and 
to witness today’s vote by WPC 
delegates. 
 
The mayor’s itinerary also included 
meetings with the Prime Minister 
of Bahrain, the U.S. Arab Chamber 
of Commerce, the Bahrain Ministers 
of Education and Oil, the Bahrain 
Economic Development Board and 
the U.S. Embassy Deputy Chief of 
Mission. 
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INTERNATIONAL CULTUREINTERNATIONAL CULTURE  
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MARIO JARAMILLOMARIO JARAMILLO  
FROM BREAKDANCING TO HAMLET IN IRAQ FROM BREAKDANCING TO HAMLET IN IRAQ   

When we think of breakdancing, 
we often think of young people in 
“fresh” clothes performing acrobatic 
dances in a club or on the sidewalk. 
In July of 2016 however, Houston’s 
City Council Chamber saw another 
side of breakdancing, when, at the 
impromptu request of Mayor 
Turner, a fully suited Mario       
Jaramillo briefly displayed his skills 
in a flurry of twisting limbs and 
complicated maneuvers. It’s been 
almost 16 years since Mario and his 
dance troop Havikoro won their 
first national breakdancing         
competition, but he still has the 
moves. 

The reason for Mr. Jaramillo’s visit 
to City Hall that day had less to do 
with his breakdancing history and 
more to do with his current        
community outreach endeavors. 
Hosted by the U.S. Consulate   
General in Basrah, Mr. Jaramillo, a 
native Houstonian, led a cultural 

exchange program to our Sister 
City in Iraq last April. Once there, 
he taught theater and dance      
workshops to Iraqi university     
students, organized a film       
screening, and did a presentation on 
entrepreneurship in the fashion    
industry. 

This outreach effort came just one 
year after Houston and                
Basrah signed the Sister Cities 
agreement – a result of close         
collaboration between the City of 
Houston, the State Department and 
the US Embassy in Iraq – serving 
to further solidify our ongoing     
relations with our newest Sister 
City through cultural exchange. In 
recognition of his work with      
Basrah, Mr. Jaramillo received a 
proclamation from the Mayor, 
marking June 21st as Mario         
Jaramillo Day. 

When asked about the visit, Mario 

said, “I didn’t know how far and 
how advanced [Basrah] was when 
it comes to the arts. All the artists 
there were really eager to show 
what they had, and that was one 
thing that impressed me… They 
have their folk dance and art and 
music, and its super rich, man. The 
dances have a natural rhythm to 
them and it was impressive to 
watch.” 

During the initial planning of the 
exchange, Mario asked his hosts 
what the Iraqi students wanted him 
to teach. “They came back to me 
and said, well, they really want to 
learn about theater and performing 
poetry, and I said, ‘Well that’s   
awesome.’” 

The main focus was on developing 
stage presence, techniques for       
reciting poetry, and, most             
important of all, learning how to 
perform Shakespearian classics  
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like Hamlet. Mario, who has         
extensive experience in a number 
of visual and performance arts          
including theater, was more than 
up for the challenge.  

Once back in Houston, Mario said 
that the most important message 
he could give to those students in    
Basrah was simply this: “Never 
stop expressing yourself, and be 
bold about it. Art makes life      
beautiful.” 

Though Mario was recognized for 
his work in Basrah, this was by no 
means his first international      
community outreach program.  
Mario was first approached after 
his dance troop, Havikoro, won 
3rd place in a worldwide       
breakdancing competition. In 2003, 
with the help of the State             
Department and a non-Profit 

called American Voices, Mario led 
Havikoro members to another one 
of our Sister Cities, Baku,          
Azerbaijan, to teach dance       
workshops. 

“And that sparked everything. 
From that point on we started    
traveling all over the place. Before 
you know it, we’re in Vietnam, 
we’re in Germany, we’re in South 
America.” 

Later on, Mario continued        
traveling for outreach and cultural 
exchanges on his own, teaching his 
craft,     influencing countless lives, 
and spreading his love of the visual 
arts across borders and language         
barriers. Throughout it all, he   
maintained the open mindedness 
and hospitality of a true            
Houstonian, showcasing to the 
world some of the best aspects of 

our city’s culture and personality. 

In many ways, this form of         
outreach embodies the spirit of the 
Sisters Cities relationship, which 
links cities through education,     
culture, and mutual understanding. 
As a mentor inspiring the next    
generation of performers and      
artists around the world, Mario 
Jaramillo is an ideal international               
representative for Houston. 

“I love my city,” said Mario, when 
asked about his hometown. “I feel 
like Houston is one of those cities 
that you can do pretty much     
whatever you want. It’s open to 
new ideas. It’s ready for anything. 
As an artist or a creator, you have 
to find your place, and Houston 
allows you to create your place 
here.” 
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As we consider a work of art, we 
may wonder what the artist was 
thinking about when they created 
it, and what they wanted to       
express. But what happens if the 
artwork is created by multiple   
artists – two strangers separated, 
not only by the Atlantic Ocean, 
but also by a gulf of cultural        
differences? What kind of art 
would result from such a unique 
combination of perspectives? The 
Rørpost  Collaboration Project 
may have the answer.   
 
The project, started in 2015, paired 
21 Houston artists with 21 artists 
from Esbjerg, Denmark. Each 
started a work on paper, which 
was sent across the ocean to be  
finished by their partner. The  
concept of this unique collaboration 
is reflected in the project’s name, 
“Rørpost ,” which is the Danish 
word for the pneumatic tubes that, 
once upon a time, were used to   
exchange messages by jettisoning 
them back and forth through  
pressurized pipes. 

 
 

 

“Our purpose is to bring international 
artists together using collaborative 
projects as a pipeline for the flow 
of creative energy, the development 
of friendships, and the celebration of 
the freedom of expression,” says 
the mission statement on the 
Collaboration’s website. 
 
Though many Houston artists 
were excited about the project, it 
was not without its challenges. “It 
shows a kind of nakedness when 
you deliver an unfinished work,” 
said one artist, “But it was also  
inspiring and exciting to make 
room for other thoughts than your 
own.”  
 
Strategies for the collaboration 
varied. Some of the artists, like 
Lotte Lambaek, looked up their 
counterparts on Facebook,          
engaged them and tried to create 
something that respected their 
style. Others, such as Renata     
Lucia, had another take on the 
matter. 
 
 

RØRPOST RØRPOST   
COMMUNICATING ACROSS OCEANS & CULTURES COMMUNICATING ACROSS OCEANS & CULTURES   
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“I know the artist I’m paired with 
works primarily in bronze figurative 
sculpture,” said Renata, “so I 
thought it would be a fun, and 
kind of funny, contrast to 
send him something with 
pink thread in it.”  
 
Whatever the artists’ method 
of approach, the collaboration 
produced a unique melding of 
Houston and Esbjerg’s art    
cultures. And, as fellow   
members of the World       
Energy Cities Partnership, an 
organization dedicated to the 
sharing of knowledge – both 
cultural and industry related – 
the City Houston and the 
City of Esbjerg were fully supportive 
of the exchange from the very start, 
helping facilitate interactions on a 
municipal level and promote it 
through social media.   
 

Upon the project’s completion, the 
joint artworks were consolidated 
and placed on exhibit, first at the 

Art Car Museum here in Houston, 
and then later at Houston City Hall. 
After February 3, the exhibit will be 
moved again, returning once more to 
Esbjerg, to be featured in their City 
Hall and the Arier Gammeltorv  

museum.   
 
According the organizers, Rørpost  

is just the first phase of a 
three phase project. The first 
step, Rørpost  (the tube) was      
intended to be a fast and free 
paper exchange. The second, 
Rørledning (the pipe), will 
have a larger capacity for  
exchange, encouraging artists 
to travel to each other’s 
countries to create new 
works of art. The final phase, 
Rørsamling (the joint/
connection) is meant to    
establish an active and ongoing 
connection and dialogue    
between the artists of each city 

based on their shared experiences. 
As a global city that embraces       
diverse perspectives, Houston will    
continue to welcome these exchanges, 
and cherish the unique works of art 
they produce.  
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QQUARTERLYUARTERLY  RREGIONALEGIONAL  PPROFILEROFILE: :   
HOUSTON’S SOUTH & SOUTH EAST ASIAN CUISINE SCENEHOUSTON’S SOUTH & SOUTH EAST ASIAN CUISINE SCENE  

As the most diverse metropolitan area in the United 
States, Houston is a mosaic of different culinary        
cultures, some thriving as pockets of authentic           
traditional cuisine, while others fuse with one another 
in a myriad of unexpected and delightful ways. As 
world-renown chef and food personality Anthony 
Bourdain put it in a recent episode of “Parts Unknown,” 
Houston has become “a wonderland of the strange and 
diverse.”  

This quarter, our newsletter highlights a few of 
Houston’s thriving South and South East Asian restau-
rants, and learns from the entrepreneurs who helped 
bring these delectable dishes to our city. 

 

Singapore Café  

Located in an unassuming strip center, Singapore Café 
is a cozy restaurant with a warm atmosphere. Although 
its Chinese eggplant, Malaysian curry and Indonesian 
sambal are all individually delicious, the true charm of 
this mom and pop joint is the fusion of flavors from the 
region. Singapore, like Houston, is famous for being an 
international hub with a diverse population. As a result, 
its cuisine is a unique blend of culinary traditions from 
Malaysia, China, Indonesia, Thailand and India – a 
blend that Houstonians can now enjoy with the help of 
Singapore Café.  

 

Himalaya 

Recently reviewed by Anthony Bourdain himself, 
Himalaya is another jewel in Houston’s international 

foodie crown. Owned and operated by Kaiser Lashkari 
– a former resident of our sister city Karachi, Pakistan – 
Himalaya serves authentic Pakistani food to its patrons.  

Over a plate of warm biryani, Mr. Lashkari might tell 
you he was not always a cook. When he was in his 
third year of medical school in Pakistan, he decided to 
move to the United States and study hospitality and 
restaurant management at the University of Houston 
instead. Fortunately for Houston, he brought some of 
Pakistan’s renowned culinary traditions with him.  

 

Saravana Bhavan 

Although there are many delightful South and South 
East Asian restaurants in Houston, the last place we’ll 
be looking at this quarter is a chain restaurant from 
South India called Saravana Bhavan. While the humble 
cuisine of South India may not have garnered as much 
attention in the United States as North Indian curries, 
elsewhere its reputation is booming. The chain         
Saravana Bhavan can be found in 19 international     
locations worldwide, spanning as far as Australia, the 
Netherlands, and South Africa. Though the restaurant 
has gone global, we have it on good authority that    
Saravana Bhavan hasn’t sacrificed its authenticity 
along the way.  

 

 

 Like our regional restaurant highlights?  

Look forward to next quarter, when we 
focus on the best African cuisine the city 
has to offer. 
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 ABOUT OUR OFFICEABOUT OUR OFFICE  

Matthew Shailer 
Director of Trade & International Affairs 
Mayor’s Office 
 
In December 2016, Matthew celebrated his 10th year in the Houston 
Mayor’s Office, where he has worked under three mayors to promote 
Houston and its citizens on the global stage.  As director of the office of 
trade and international affairs, Matthew coordinates the various            
international initiatives of the mayor’s team as they relate to visitor        
facilitation, outbound city promotion, consular affairs, international    
business services, community outreach and event management.   
 
Matthew is completing a JD at the University of Houston, a MLA at the 
University of St. Thomas (concentration in international affairs), and has 
a BA and certificate in strategic foresight from the University of Houston. 

Deanea LeFlore 
Chief of Protocol 

Mayor’s Office of Trade & International Affairs 
 

Deanea develops international government relations strategies to achieve Houston’s 
diplomatic, trade and development objectives.  Daily, she liaises with members of 

Houston’s consular corps and international partners to bring economic, cultural, 
and educational opportunities to Houston.  Since 2001, she has overseen the visits of 
30 heads of state and over 2,000 cabinet members and ambassadors, connecting these 

distinguished guests to Houston-area leaders and organizations.   
 

Deanea serves on the board of Casa Cultural de las Americas and is a past board 
member of Protocol & Diplomacy International. She speaks fluent Spanish and is a 

student of Arabic.  Deanea has a BA in Spanish and International Studies and is a 
certified protocol consultant. 

 

Oni Blair 
Senior Advisor  
Mayor’s Office of Trade and International Affairs 
 
Oni K. Blair, a career diplomat for the U.S. Department of State, is on loan 
to the Mayor’s Office to advise on international trade, business                 
development and community outreach. Prior to returning to Houston, Oni was 
the Director of the Office of Near Eastern Affairs in the State Department’s 
Human Rights Bureau.  Throughout her career in Washington and at the 
U.S. Embassies in Iraq, Pakistan, and Jordan, she has developed strategies 
to advance U.S. interests; managed contracts and projects of up to $150 million; 
and managed large teams. She is the Chair of the Board for the non-profit Atlas 
Corps and a Term-Member of the Council on Foreign Relations. 
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Tomiko Olah 
Business Development Manager  

Mayor’s Office of Trade & International Affairs 
 

Tomiko joined the office in 2013. Her responsibilities include cultivating         
relationships within the international business community and connecting 

Houston enterprises with those abroad. She coordinates inbound and outbound 
delegations and is the liaison to Houston’s 19 sister city organizations, including 

serving on the Sister Cities of Houston Board of Directors.  
 

Tomiko graduated from the University of Houston, Honors College with 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and History, as well as the Culinary 
Institute LeNôtre with a diploma in culinary arts. She loves being able to 

tap into the international presence of Houston through community events, 
the culinary scene and business. 

 

Niké (Beltran) Luqman  
International Partners and Agreements Manager  
Mayor’s Office of Trade & International Affairs 
 
Nike joined the Mayor’s Office of Trade and International Affairs in  
February 2013. She serves as the consular affairs and international        
partnerships manager. 
 
Nike is a native Spaniard who’s made Houston her home and the United 
States her country. She is fluent in Spanish and English. She graduated 
from Baylor University and has travelled and lived in many parts of the 
world, developing lasting friendships. She finds Houston and her position 
in the Mayor’s office an extension of her passion in discovering and    
connecting with national and international communities. 

Mohit Bangia 
Business Development Manager 
Mayor’s Office of Trade & International Affairs 
 
Mohit joined the office in 2013 after completing a B.A in Political Science 
and Minors in Business and Chinese at the University of Houston. He 
previously interned for the Mayor’s Office of International Trade and  
Development under the leadership of Ms. Helen Chang. 
 
As a Business Development Manager, Mohit’s scope of responsibilities 
involve assisting with inbound and outbound delegations, interacting 
with the international business community and working to help increase      
business opportunities for the City of Houston. Mohit is fluent in Hindi 
and Punjabi and conversational in Mandarin Chinese.  



 24 

 ABOUT OUR OFFICEABOUT OUR OFFICE  

Paul Cuclis 
Communications and Outreach Manager 
Mayor’s Office of Trade & International Affairs 
 
Paul joined the mayor’s office in 2015. As a communications manager, he 
oversees the office’s web development and social media presence, manages 
the monthly event calendar and quarterly newsletter, engages in outreach 
with office partners and assists with the coordination of largescale         
international events.  
 
After graduating from Trinity University with a Bachelor of Arts in    
English, Paul went on to work abroad in China as both a Culture & Travel 
journalist and a midstream natural gas researcher. He is highly proficient 
in Mandarin Chinese, and an avid student of Chinese culture.  

 

Mayor’s Office of Trade & International Affairs   

. 

 

 

 

Mazda Denon 
Administration Affairs and Events Manager 

Mayor’s Office of trade & International Affairs 
 

Mazda joined the mayor’s office in 2016; he has been a committed volunteer 
since 2013. As an Administrative Affairs and Events Manager, Mazda has a 
wide variety of duties including budgeting, record keeping, developing key 

relationships with suppliers, vendors and potential event venues, and       
developing signature events. 

 
Mazda is fluent in French and English. He holds two bachelor’s degrees in 

Accounting and Finances and is currently working on his Graduate        
Certificate at Texas A&M in International Affairs with emphasis in        

Intelligence.  
   

Location 
Houston City Hall 

901 Bagby St., 4th Floor 
Houston, Texas 77002       

 
            

Contact Information  
Phone: 832-393-0700  
Email: motia@houstontx.gov 
website: www.houstontx.gov/motia 
 
 


