
Census Data & Impacts on 
 Sustainability

Patricia Knudson Joiner AICP

Knudson LP

July 29, 2011

1



Using Data to Formulate Public 
 Policy and Drive to Sustainability

• Thought Provoking

• Using Data to See the Future and Decide if you 
 Like it or Not…..

• Where Do We Go from Here?
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Cities that Fit into Houston & ETJ 
 Comparison
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Illustrates how many cities fit inside of Houston 

I created it originally in 1985 to go after FTA funds to explain sheer scale of Houston

METRO requested me to add transit miles and only transit cities 

Note 373 miles of LRT/Commuter Rail in the cities that fit inside of Houston



Houston Block Group Income
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The map that started it all



Houston 2000 Median Income
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
419 square miles of census tracts with median HH incomes of less than $48,800 or 556, 568 households with median HH incomes of less than 48,800 for a family of 4. Impacts services delivery, police and EMS, transit/bus, parkland needs, ISD needs. It also affects sales tax revenues and  real property revenues. Former CM Peter Brown recently released a figure of break even homes values to pay for public services is approximately $168,000.   What public policies should be explored to  reverse this 20 year trend? 



Dallas 2000 Median Household Income 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Other major cities aren’t really doing much better. Our friends in Big D in 2000 had 277 square miles of CDBG eligible households and 353.700 households with median incomes under $53,200. ( there median income levels are higher than Houston)  



Houston 2000 Median HH Income
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Houston 2010 Median HH Income 

8



Comparing 2000 to 2010 Census 
 Findings
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Income Range
Sq Miles 

 
2000

Sq Miles 

 
2010

Sq Miles 

 
Change

Households 

 
2000

Households 

 
2010

Households 

 
Change

$18,300 or less 30 47 17 35,395 74,573 39,178

$18,301‐$30,500 145 191 45 219,951 264,322 44,371

$30,501‐$48,800 210 174 ‐36 292,942 250,858 ‐42,084

$48,801‐$55,000 47 30 ‐17 40,307 46,580 6,273

$55,001‐$81,100 65 55 ‐10 77,609 81,312 3,703

$81,101‐

 
$125,000

45 61 16 42,177 53,143 10,966

Above $125,000 15 9 ‐6 9,553 9,237 ‐316

Total 717,934 780,024 62,090



Houston – West Houston and other 
 Cities  West Houston start at Gessner

 
West  

 source CDS
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Comparison Metric  Greater West Houston  City of Houston. TX  City of Denver, CO  City of Dallas. TX  City of Pheonix, AZ 

Area, sq. miles  1,000 628 155 342 518

2010 Population  1,482,764 2,099,451 600,158 1,269,204 1,445,632

2000 Population  1,001,921 1,953,631 554,636 1,188,580 1,321,045

Population Growth   48.00% 7.50% 8.20% 3.7% 9.40%

1990 Population  710,705 1,630,553 467,610 1,006,877 983,403

Housing Units, 2010  554,980 892,646 285,797 537,378 590,149

Median HH Income  $61,501  $42,945  $46,410  $50,132  $47,085 

Average HH Size  2.87 2.89 2.38 2.65 3.04

Median Home Value  $155,300  $128,000  $244,600  $129,500 $182,300 

SF Housing Units  372,950 520,368 164,216 216,343 415,170

MF Housing Unit  182,030 438,204 115,359 253,125 200,782

% SF of all Units  67.20% 54.30% 58.70% 46.1% 68.30%

2010 Jobs  456,474 1,545,252 446,034 658,517 820,515



Growth over the Decade

[City of Houston grew ‐
 

145,000 people over 
 ten years, and probably 80,000 of those were 

 from Katrina, as Dr. Emerson notes. In the 
 whole region, 71% of the growth during� the 

 last decade was in unincorporated areas, not 
 in the region’s 144 towns and cities. That was 
 not an independent phenomenon, that was 

 intentional public policy.] David Crossley
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Public Policy and Sustainability

• Vision
• Benchmark & Scoreboards

• Policies, Ordinances & Incentives that 
 Promote Vision

• Accountability
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City of Pearland‐
 

Shadowcreek
 

Ranch 
 Catalytic Project
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City of Pearland
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City of Sugar Land
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City of Sugar Land
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Sharpstown
 

Management District
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Sharpstown
 

Management District
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Spring Branch Management District
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Spring Branch Management District
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East End Management District
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East End Management District
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The Heights 
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The Heights
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The Woodlands Township
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The Woodlands Township
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Cielo
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Tierra Park
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Ft Benning
 

GA Base Housing
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reverse curve doesn’t meet City of Houston design standards



Variable Setbacks for homes
 Garage is 20 foot BL
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The Whole Package
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Street Life in Scottsdale
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Scottsdale
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Incentivize Higher Standards
 residential, office and retail 
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Desert Landscaping
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Studies show enhanced  landscaping 
 increases sales tax revenues
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Where do we go from here?

Questions?

Special Thanks to Dmitry at HGAC!
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Dallas

38



Dallas
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Houston

40



41



42



Clark Springs
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Corinthian Point
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Leland Woods
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Post Oak Place – Sec 3
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